Handout prepared for Board of Education

There are currently no general or special education data collections that directly address how or when students anticipate leaving high school.  The following information is gathered from currently available data.  

	Outcome
	Percent
	Number

	Graduated with Regular Diploma
	32%
	1635

	Received Modified Diploma
	7%
	373

	Received a Certificate
	2%
	115

	Returned to Regular Education (not SE)
	17%
	843

	Still in School (probably still SE)
	27%
	1380

	Dropped Out
	15%
	760

	Number of students in  selected group
	100%
	5106


What percentage of SE students with known outcome data left school with regular and modified diplomas within four years? (Following a cohort group through four years)  

The 2005-06 freshmen special education (SE) class were followed throughout their four years of high school.   At the end of four years, the outcomes are currently known for 86% of the students (5106 of 5911).  This table shows that 32% of these students left school with a regular diploma at the end of four years, but an additional 17% had returned to regular education and could have received a regular or modified diploma (this can be checked when the data are finalized in the spring of 2010).  An additional 27% remain in school for a 5th year, and may be attempting to earn a regular or modified diploma. The most significant findings are presented on the back of this page.  (Data sources include the: 2005 SE Child Count, the SE Exit collections from 2005-06 thru 2008-09, and the 2008-09 Spring Membership.)

How many general and special education students have earned modified diplomas in the years before the new regulations are in full implementation? (Annual High School Completer collection for all students)

	School Year
	Total Completers
	Regular Diploma
	Modified Diploma
	Regular Diploma
	Modified Diploma

	 
	Count
	Percent

	2006-2007
	38,031
	33,438
	929
	87.9%
	2.4%

	2007-2008
	39,812
	34,949
	941
	87.8%
	2.4%

	2008-2009
	Data not available until spring, 2010


There was no state wide requirement for offering a modified diploma before 2008-09, and districts that did offer modified diplomas did not have standardized requirements.  In 2007-2008, of the 941 students reported as having left school with a modified diploma, 7.5% (71 of 941) had not been on an IEP at sometime during the two years prior to exit. In 2006-2007, of the 929 students reported as having left school with a modified diploma, 5.2% (48 of 929) had not been on an IEP at sometime during the two years prior to exit.  (Data sources include High School Completer, SE exit, SE child count, and SE child find collections)
How has the number of modified diplomas awarded to special education students changed over time? (Annual Special Education Exit collection, with preliminary results for 2008-09)
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The Modified diploma was not standardized state-wide until 2008-2009; however the yearly trend for awarding modified diplomas has been increasing over the past seven years.  With the state-wide implementation of standards for the modified diploma and the full implementation of the extended diploma in 2009-10 this trend might not continue.

Preliminary Special Education Cohort Data: 

Following Incoming Freshmen from 2005-06 Through Four Years of High School 
Districts have asked what they can do to improve transition services offered to their special education students to keep them in school and on path for earning a regular diploma.  Cohort analysis offers an approach to answering such questions as:  Who leaves school with the various completion documents?  What do we know about the students remaining in school beyond the initial four years?  Which special education students are more likely to move from special education into the general education population by the time they exit high school?  How do factors such as assessment performance and discipline incidents affect the opportunities for students?   And, of particular interest to districts is the link between various factors and the risk of the student dropping out.  It is too soon to know the answers to all of these questions, but what we do know at this point is summarized below.  The most significant five factors are reported for these outcomes, based on Chi Square values.

	Rank based on Chi Square value
	Most Likely to Earn Regular Diploma within four years

The goal success in school is often defined as leaving with a regular diploma in four years.  All factors listed below had a significant impact and are listed in descending order of Chi Square value.

	1
	Students that attend the same school all four years (or at least until they exit SE)

	2
	Students with no truancies, suspensions or expulsions

	3
	Students placed in a regular classroom more than 80% of the day

	4
	Students with a primary disability of Specific Learning Disability 

	5
	Students taking a standard 10th grade assessment, especially if meet/exceed standards


	Rank based on Chi Square value
	Most Likely to Earn Modified Diploma within four years

Not all special education students will leave with a regular diploma, and not all will exit services in four years. However, of those students who are reported as exiting with a modified diploma in four years, the following table lists the most significant findings.

	1
	Students with a primary disability = Mental Retardation

	2
	Students taking an Extended Assessment as their 10th grade test

	3
	Students in a regular classroom less than 80% of the day (inc < 40%)

	4
	Students reported with multiple disabilities

	5
	Students older than age 14 on September 1, 2005 (start of freshman year)


	Rank based on Chi Square value
	Most Likely to Drop Out within four years

The following five factors significantly affect whether special education students will remain in school long enough to leave with a completion document.  Students with any of these risk factors are significantly more likely to drop out than their peers.

	1
	Students that do not take the 10th grade assessment (or have an invalid test)

	2
	Students that have any truancy incidents or disciplinary actions

	3
	Students that do not attend the same school all 4 years (or at least until they exit SE)

	4
	Students with a primary disability of Emotionally Disturbed

	5
	Students reported as economically disadvantaged


	Rank based on Chi Square value
	Most Likely to Stay in School after  four years

For many special education students, additional time in school will improve opportunities.  The following list reports the most significant factors related to whether students will remain in school for additional time.  These students may leave with regular or modified diplomas, or certificates.

	1
	Students taking an Extended Assessment as their 10th grade test

	2
	Students with a primary disability of Mental Retardation

	3
	Students placed in a regular classroom less than 40% of the day (in 9th grade)

	4
	Students that do not attend the same school all 4 years (or at least until they exit SE)

	5
	Students with multiple disabilities


	Rank based on Chi Square value
	Most Likely to Return to Regular Education within four years

17% of the cohort returned to regular education before the end of the 4th year.  Since these students were in special education their freshmen year, it is important to know their ultimate outcome as general education students once general education data is finalized.

	1
	Students that met or exceeded standards of regular 10th grade assessments

	2
	Students placed in a regular classroom over 80% of the day (in 9th grade)

	3
	Students with a primary disability = Speech or Language Impairment

	4
	Students that were not reported with multiple disabilities

	5
	Students not in “Large” districts


Data taken from Special Education Cohort Data Report submitted to Office of Student Learning and Partnership, August, 2009[image: image1.png]
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Reminder – the above data presentations are independent, and cannot be directly compared as they are based on different data collections with different guidance to districts on how to report data. 
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